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The F irst

Defenders

Lxperience of the Pennsylvania Companies First to
Reach Wasbington After'President Lincaln’s

/-

LY

Call for Troaps in 1861

vil war veleran who went
i ‘81 with the famoua Sixth Mas an-
chisett= Volunteers wrote a letter to ‘13e

L

fren

w1+ the other day. He had been reading
s tve paper about some Pennsylie.nin
tronp= who gall themeelves the Firat De- '

[etilers hecause they were the first vol-
woldiers to arrive in Washiagton
for the defence of the nstional

st
L& 1) l"

1 he volunteer from Massachuerel te read
ihe story and launched into coatradic-
tion He said the Sixth Massmchusetts
was the first regiment to arrive.an Wash-
ington. They got there April 18, 1881,
He was in “that mélée in Balt fmore® and
yemembered “a rabble of men and young
fellows" without guns, uniforme, officers
or any sort of orgunization wan occupied
a box car at the station and who when
they found the Sixth was in trouble went
back home

“1f all those military ongunizations
mentioned by the Pennsylvarnia corre-
spondent started from Philadalphia for
Raltimore on April 17." he goset on, “they
were a long time getting there,”

If this survivor of the Mamssachusetts
regiment had uttered theme sentiments
anvwhere around Allentown, Pa., on Tues-
dav. April 18, 1811, he'd have foundshimself
playing the rdle of storm wventre.  That
was the fiftieth anniversaty of the day
the Pennsylvania troops r1eeched Wash-
ington. Twenty-nine survivors of the
530 men and officers were having a re-
union. The youngest of thera i» 68 and the |
oldest over 80, but the Massachusetts
critie would have found the:m as ready to
fight for their laurels now as they were to
fight for their country half a century ago.

1he dearest possession of every one of
those twenty-nine old f{ellowss is a hronze
medal presented by the Cemmonwealth
of Pennsylvania on October 1, 1801. These
medals were made at the United States
Mint in Philadelphia and bear the in-
gcription “First in Defence of the Capi-
tal, April 18, 1861." All scoffars, whether
from Maseachusetts or any other Btate,
are requested to take note of that date
And if they don't believe the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania they are further
directed to read the following sworn
statement made by Simon Cameron,
July 4, 1988. Mr. Cameron was Secretary
of War in 1881 when the first call for troops
was made. He says:

“1 certify that the Pottsville National
Light Infantry wase the first company of
volunteers whose services were offered
for the defence of the capital, A telegram
reached the War Department on the 13th
making the tender—it was immediately
accepted. The company reached Wash-
ington on April 18, 1861, with four ad-
ditional companies from Pennsylvania,
and these were the first troops to reach
the seat of Government at the beginning
of the war of the Rebellion.”

‘The Massachusetts soldier who noticed
*a rabble of young fellows” in a box car
at Baltimore April 19 is more or less po-
litely requested by the Pennaylvania sur-
vivors not to identify that rabble with
tham. They were already in Washington

]
to ‘the

equipment did not include nivskers
the men wore sabres, and mos' of them
carried They recched Harri-
burg that evening about % o'clock and the
cEBecretary of State of Pennsylvania at
once notifjed Washingion The Se retary
of War telegraphed in reply: ’

“Push forward company by first train "

Arrangements were made to leave al
3 A M., and if this plan had been carried
out the Reading compapy would have
been in Washington April 15, twerlt y-four
hours ahead of the other Pennsylvanians
and foriy-eight hours in advance of the
Sixth  Massachusetis. The order was
countermandoed, however, and the Hing-
gold Light Artillery waited at Harrisburg
for the four other troops

The Logan Guards of Lewistown were
the next 1o arrive  ‘They marched acress
the Juniata River to Pennsylvania station
on the evening of April 18, waited severa!

But

pistols

hours for a train and reached Harrisburg Ly

early the next morning  If the Maessa-
chusetts man who thinks he's the real
thing in first defenders wantstotalk things
.n\'nr with a survivor of the Logan Guards
he will find Major Robert W, Patton living

!

Wo'd coma to

| Ignatz's lower extramity, he said:

strength before coming to Harrisburg, | help fight, end we wee the first ones to |

Ancther man might have waited a day
and gone off with a muster roll of propar
length.  But not Capt. Yeager. With hia
forty-seven men at his back he left Allen-
town on the aftarncon of April 17, reach-
ing Harrisburg that evening,

He picked up three more recruits on
the wayv, but inside of twenty-four houra
had expelled one of his men for disobe-
dieaee

“I «tripped him myself in the middle
of the street.” he wrote back, “taking
the whole uniform from him, and left
him naked except Tor pantaloons, stock-
ings and shirt and took all
thnt he received at
1N cents.” .

This left the Captain with fortv-nine
wen, whom he took on to Washington
Later twenty-eight members of Small's
Philadelphia Brigade were added to the
Allentown company

This Philedely hin brigade wes probably
the one noticed ¢t Be'timore by the volun-
teer from Mesi of jis
members did tirn back from thet city
But twent; ceight of them meneged to et
thronpgh with the Sisth Massechiasetis
end they were tha anes 1o be edded 10

Allentown  excepl

Mosgph setts

et Yeeoer's force, slready in Wesh-
incton
cept. Yeooor wes on impetuor s fighter

and rapidly rose in commaemd. A year
leaer, June 1, 182 he wes Killed in the
hattle of Feir Oaks on the very day that
President Linco!n signed a commission
making him Brig-odier-General

The two Potisville companies left their
town on the afternoon of April 17 and
jreeched Harrisbhurg that night.

his money

thow up. The Macepchusetts fellows
can't get avound thai, and. they necdn’t
try *
THE MELEE IN BALTIMORE

All the five companios hed heen organ-
ized for some time. The Nationel Light
Infanty was stected £s fe s hack vs 1881,
the Washington Actillerisis in 1842, the
Ringgold Light Actillacy in 1850, the
Logan Gue ds in 1658 end tha Allen Ligh
Infant y in 1850, Some ca-vied Speing-
fiold vifles, but mos. of (hoss wo o out of
diio, end these promised at Ha cisburg
did not maio;ielize,

INJURED SHIN LINCOLN TOUCHED.

“Yau ought to be in the hospital
I “'No,"said lgnatz, 'l won't go to the hos-
pital, but | wish | had a doctor’

“Inside of an holir there was a doctor  Dutchmen seem to be a race of Johnnies | nevertheless

for lgnatz, =ent by that kindly visitor
That man was the greatest in 1800 years,
f"i" name was Abraham Lincaln”®

| Perhap= you think the First Defenders
didn't cheer themselves hoarse at thet
| point. - Waoll, you conld have heard them
in the Allen House clecr across the square
|Even Wilson Derr peked if somebody
! didl't say something. And later, when

his company numbersd only forty-seven. | ton whe the - v va o this, that or tho other f green and black and blue which ndormd‘unrﬂ-m. While they wera hurrying hot-
and fhe order had been to recruit to full | regimen: or none a1 ell

foot to Washington another lot of Penn-
'aylvania Germans had got together and
formed a regiment and it secured the
| coveted title of First. They were mus-
| tered in April M, ¥o that any way you
'look at it those “slow®™ Pennaylvania

on the apot when it comes to war

The five companies of First ”ﬂf(‘ndf‘l‘l
remained on guard at the Capitol for
about twelve days. During this time two
extra companies were formed out of the
| murplus of the original five and three more
were recruited from Harrisburg, Doyles-
town and Carbondale, These ten com-
| panies became the Twenty-fifth Regi-

Thet mado no difference to the doter- | My Giresser wes telling the same incident | ment.

mined Penneylveniens  They hed wet

[to Tne SN representetive, he took hold

Some of the companies were sent 1o

ou for Weshingoon, end they went right | of his ankle with the reverence one shows guard the United Statex Arsenal opposite

ahead
Apecil 18, heving beon musteced into Jhe
vocvice of the United Sietos by Ceptl.
Fonece G Simmons of the Soventh In-
finooy, they ook che toein fors Baliimore,

With them weno & doty hment of Hiiy
rogule. ® from Compeny H, Fifth Ar-
Lillecy, undos  Lieu.

eltegwad joincd the Confode ‘ae grmy

At Beltimo e the o wes at thet time no
theough conncetion for Weshingoon and
vhe troops werse obligod to ma ch whout
iwo miles across he choy foom one stetion
to the oche Noii o of the dape~ture

Av 8 o'clock on the mooning of | for a sacred object and he seid, with a little ‘ Alexandria.

hitch in his voice:

“He, Abreham Lineoln, took my old leg
in his own hands!"

Well, that's the way they got through
| Baltimore, and when they were finelly
jemmed into the box cars waiting to take

| This tHey took to he a delicate attention
| from their Baltimore hosts of the gfter-
|noon. At any rate they serupulously re-
frained from enjoying a soothing smoke

The others were detailed at
"different points.
months they were musterad out at Harvis-
 burg without having =een much severe
| servics,

|  Many of them reenlisted in various
i regimente and served through the war.

Pembiosion,  who | them on to Washington they heaved u sigh | For instance, the original enlistment of
of relief until they noticed that the floor of |
'the cars hed been sprinkled with powder. |

the Ringgold Artillery was 105 men,
Eighty-two of them reenlisted at the end
of the three months, and of this number
fifty-six became officers before the war
WaAS nver
practicallv all the members reenlisted,

of the trein hid boon ¢ legeeohed from and did not bresthe quite easily until | notably in the Fortv-eighth and Ninety-

Hevisbuerg and
m Baliimo e

coowds hed gothered
Ai 0 o'clock a meoting

of the Mevlend Netionel Volunteers | regular army and marchad to the Capitol |

had been held which no st ‘atch of the

imegination could interpret as |||'nmi-ung|f|ll-llvrl also stites that the “House of | wasn't much like their fiftieth,

well for the enproeching t oops.

At Canton, a suburh of the city, they [arrival of Ellsworth's Zouaves "
They had | disembarked, and with a body of Balti- | the solid Pennsylvanians who remember | listed and found themselves together at

lthey disembarked at Weshington. They
! were met there by Major MeDowell of the

| The Massachusetts latter writer above

sisth Infantry and the Seventh Cavaley
SOME REUNIONS,

The first reunion of the men who after-

| ward called themselvea First Defenders

Aceord-

{ Representatives wos untenented until the | ing to Col. Bosbyshell it was held hy some

Some of | of the original voluntéers who had reen-

then, nursing some wounds they had
acquired the day before at the hands of |
the inhospitatde Baltimoreans in a mﬁ.léa!
of thair own As for their starting from |
I’niladalphia and being a long time getting |
tn the capital, the Massachusetts man
again isa little mixed. Most of them had |
never seen Philadelphia at that time.

The story of how they acquired the
right to call themselves, as'they do, First
Dejenders i8 an interesting one as told |
by the survivors at their fiftieth anni- |
versary, Almost without exception these
survivors are Pennsylvania Germans. |
The records of our last three wars ohowg
that when it comes to jumping to the !
defence of one's country these Penn-
sylvania Germans are quicker on the
takeoff than anybody else.

They say they were the first to volunteer
in the Mexican war.

alse. When the Spahish-American war
came along they had got the habit,and
the Fourth Regiment Pennsylvamia Na-
tional Guard was the first to be mustered
in at the State camp at Mouat Gretna.
This was in effect a regiment of Penn-

sylvania Germans. Two of its companies, ;

R and D, were from Allentown, one being

the actual descendant of the Allen Light | ‘
f the five companies to | Patton simply locked up his jewelry shop | up to their full strength

Infantry, one
reach Washing on first in 1861,

These five companies were the Ringgold
Light Artillery of Reading, the Logan
Guards of lLewistown, the Allen Light
Infantry of Allentown and the Washing-
ton Artillerists and the National Light
Infantry of Pottsville, They met at
Harrisburg, were aworn.in there and went
on to Washington together. The Ring-
gold Light Artillery was the first to start
and came pratty near being the very firat
of all the first defenders by getting to
Washington ahead of everybody else.

QUICK TO ACT.

President Lincoln's call for 75,000 troopa
for three months service was issuad on
April 15. That morning the Ringgold
Light Artillery, numbering 106 men and
nMeers, was drilling with full ranks just
cutside of Reading. The proclamation
f the President reached the telegraph
aperator while the company was at work
and ha hurried his younger brother off
un the street with the despatch.

I'he hoy knew the route by which the
so!diers would return to their armory and
intercepted them as they marched back.
tant McKnight must have been glad to
v#t the news, for he gave the messenger a

al'ter

thev are now and in no time at all
despateh was on the wires, this

Al oy

tine addressed to Gov. Curtin at Harris- '

birg
“I'he Ringgold Light Artillery are on
vt Every one of them expects to
o orddered on duty fer the United States
rvice hefore they leave their guns ®
Prabisbly a Bostonian would have held
up that despateh and straightened out its
rouns and pronouns and verbs.  But the
i'eunsvivania <ierman, H. A. Lantz, who
s gaed (t for the company, Was superior
o oany sucn ninor considerations. He
what he meant. 8o did Eli Slifer,

ke

Seoretwrye of the Commonwealth, who
vedd it and n the absence of the
Ciovernor replied
Feng vomr command to Harrisbhurg
botist treen 1 gy of your men need
wipent thoy will be provided here by
penoeral Government "
o desoateh was received in Heading
othe mest mornimg, April 16, and in
co hiovrs the Ringgold Light Arnllery
wim oon e wav, fully equipped and am
Liimed  Being an artillery company, the

In 1861 they hustled :
aver to Washington ahead of everybody |

and quarters were scarcer then '
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! right here in New York at 23 West Twelfth

| street
When the call for troops came young

| and helpd hustle his company 1o Harris-
iburg. where he was commissioned a
Lieutenant. He is not exactly “voung
| Patton” now, but he's quite able to cope
with any attempt to rob him and his com-
'rades of their distinction as the only
'.rnuinp first defenders
The third company to arrive at Hurris-
burg was the Allen Light Infantry of
| Allentown, the acene of the recont anni-
! versary celebration. At their head wis
| Capt. Thomas Yeager. If any one is ever
tempted to make a list of hotheaded
enthusiastic young soldiers the Allentown
| people willsee that it includes the nama of
| Thomas Yeager In the early days of ‘41
! they thought he was rather daft on the
| subject of war. He actually made a trip
to Washington to look at the fortifications
around the capital, and when he camn
| back he waa 8o industrious a drijlmaster
| that some of his men backed out of the
| company.
CAPT. YEAGER'S RECRUITING
When the news of the firing on Fort
Sumter cgme Capt. Yeager rushed off
posthaste to Harrisburg to offer to Gov
Curtin the services of himeell and his

command. The result was that he re-
ceived one of the first Captain’s com-
missions issued for the civil war. Allen-

town people think it was the very first
commission issued to an officer of volun-
teers.  With it in his pocket he hurried
back Yiome and called on his company
for volunteers to go to the defence of
Washington

His way of calling for them seems to
have been peculiar to  himself. For
instance one memhber of the company,
a shoemaker, was usked by the doughty

Captain whether he was gomng with the
rest. ‘The young shoemaker had a
wife and three weeks old bahy at home
and was very much torn between con-
tending ideas as 1o what was the first
duty of man in a case like his. The Cap-
tain's convictions, though, were clear
enough for both

“If vou haven't reported Tor duaty by
I8 atelock,” said he, “ 11l smash your bench
Lto pieces'”

The voung husband was stll undecided
at the hour named and sure enongh around
came the Captaon, hiroke the bench ap
ang carned off the recrait i trivmph

I In spite of these strenuous ethods

|

telegraphed their offer of servicesa to
Washinglon on April 15 and 1t had bheen
laccepted.  But they weaited (o recrut
In fact they
wenl away with so large a complement
of men that a third company wias later

formed out of the two .
IN OLD CLOTHES,
The three companies from  Deading
Allentown and Lewistown had ,one (o

Harrishurg wearing their owrd uniformes,
which wera of that Chevming variely peci-
lar to the private militare orpanizations
of that period.  The Allen Light Infentry,
for example, was erra, ed in grov cloth
with black and gold butlion trimmings
Very much gold bullionin fact since every -
body, privates and all, wore epaulets as
big as o Generel's

Rut the Pottsville recrunte were not
ercayed in military bibs and tuckers by
any manner of means.  Word had heen
went from Harrishurg to wear their oldest
eclothes, as they would be uniforned there
and would simply thréw away their own
things. They followed these instructions
'to the letter, much to their subsequent
chagrin.

“Why." =aid Williem
vivor of the Potisville National lLight
Infantry, “one of my sleeves was almost
torn out of my coet and one of my hoots
we wore boots then had lost the heel
There was no time Lo uniform us at Harris-

Irving. & sur-

burg and we went on to Washington
Lin our old clothes
| *Going +through the Baltimore mnh

Ladded the finishing touches to my appear-
ance, and it is o fact thet 1 was not fit
to face the public gaze when | reached
Washington. I kept out of sight as much
as possible, but 1 had to drill of course.

| *And one time when we were drawn up

{with our backs to some high officials |

| believe 1 eame in for a good deal of their
gttention 1 didn't mind their uncon-

Itrollable mirth, though, for the incident

ended in our getting the uniforms we | wag struck on the sar and has been deaf [ ar

needed "

|
more police mder Marshianl Kane as | sleeping that first night in l'ungrv-nmlml] Newbern, N. (', on April 18, 1882 Capt,

escort  started the town lhe
regulars under Pemberton went first and
the Ringgold artillery brought up the
rear The mob grew constantly larger
and more ageressive aod introduced the
Pennsylvanians to a larger ns=sortment
of uncomplimentary epithets than they
had ever draamed existed

Half way through the town Pemberton
and his regulars left the vieunteers and
went off to Fort MeHenry.  Their pres-
ence had exerted a restraining influence
on the crowd. which now
Capt . Schaadt, historian of the Allen
Infantry, “lashed itself into a perfect
fury.” The unsavory missiles and scur-
rilous epithets were succeeded by brick-
bats amd cobhlestones

HeTORS

FIRST BLOOD OF THE CIVIL WAR

Fvery ane of a dozen of the survivors
is morally certain that he was the first
man hit  Col Bosbyshell, then a private
in the Washington Artillerists and later
superintendent for twenty years of the
Philadelphia Mint, got his brickbat on
the head, but thanks to his heavy cap
it did no more than raise on his skull a
large and painful monument to some
Baltimorean's aim

The Pennsylvanians think it is odd that
the first blood that, according to their
figuring, was shed in o war brought on
by slavery, was that of an ex-slave
Nicholas Biddle, the colored servant
Capt. Wren of the Washington Artiller-
istg, was hit in the face with a brick and
bled copiously. His portrait, by the way,
still hangs in the armory of the militia
company which succeeded the Washing-
ton Artillerists

David Jacobs of the Allentown com-

pany didn’t lose so much blocd as Biddle |
"did, but he lost a tocth,

The other day at
Allentown he proudly exhibited the for-

| mer location of the dear dental departed

Her.cy Wilson Derr, 2lso of Allentown,

AVEer since

according to |

nl'I

[

chairs with their feet on desks will be
puzzled by this statement. They do not
think they are dreaming when they recall
that first might The Allen Infantry was
quartered m the Viee-President’s room
near the Senate Chamber

At this stage of the game their resource-
ful Capt Yeager took pains to spread the
report that although only 530 men had
arrived on that trein 5,000 more were on
the way and would be there in an hour
He dropped in at the newspaper offices
elso and took his own way of adding
nothing to the plain truth.  For instead
of announcing the arrival of 530 volunteers
‘ he made it 5,300 by the mere addition of a
| cipher

The Pennsylvanians haven’'t a doubt
that these exaggerated reporte were
Iltl'nm[nl\' conveved to the Confederates
{then encamped on the heights scross the
triver.  And they rather think that maybe
[ they out and out saved the Union all by
! their lone 530 selves.  Anyhow, they say,
{if they hadn't scared off the Confederates
until those Massachusetts fellows could
come and help there's no telling what
might have happened
in the next day and it must he recorded
i that the Pennsyvivanians say:

“The Sixth Massachusetts was wel-
| comed and fed by the First Defenders.”
| THANKED BY THE HOURE OF REPRESENTA-
| TIVER
Before the New Englanders arrived the

| troops from Penneylvania hed received |

Inew Springfield rifles.  These came in
| cases from the arsenal and were opened in
'the presence of President Lincoln, Secre-
| tary of State Seward and Secretary of

'War Cameron. The President passed
down the lines and shook hands with
every one of the volunteer soldiers.

|
| Later, on July 22of that same year, the

i following resolution was passed by the
lower branch of Congress:

Reaolved, That the thanks of this House
o due and are hereby 1endered to the

The Sixth did get !

4 of national

Wren presided and, says the Colonel, “the
| refreshmenta were principally liquid, but
‘we had a good time."

Charles . Potts says that the second
' reunion occurred in Libby Prison in 1863

At any rate James Smith of the Logan
}(ill&l'!fﬁ. ol Swayer of the Allen Infan-
itry and William Heffner and Pottsy
| Potte of the town named alter the latter

gentleman were present there at that

time. They didn't have any refreshments
worth speaking about, though, and he
couldn’t truthfully say that they had

a very good time, but that wasn't their
| fault
|  Since that time they have had many
'reunions. They have been the guests
lof the State of Pennsylvania and the

guests of the nation. But when it comes

to what they call down in that part of the
country a set out the First Defenders
,are inclined to give the palm to the feast
put hefore them by the Livingston Club
lof Allentown the other day. Trout,
iammh, champagne! Oh, well, after all
this first defending brings its own reward
in time

But things were different that Aprii
day fifty vears ago when Capt. Yeager
led his company away on that business
defence. The wpring was
backward then, as it is now. More wso,
in fact, for on April 18 there was a light
snowfall, and it was ro cold that the wet
clothes of the soldiers froze on them

The Allentown peopie those eastern
| Pennsylvanians are the most hospitable
folke on the face of the earth anyway
prepared a farewell dinner at the Fagle
Hotel, then facing the square where the
survivorp were photographed the other
{dny Under each plate was a $5 bank
note contributed by the citizens

The volunteers didn't get much further
than these notes, for there was so much
cheering and weeping and fond fareweii-
ing that the impetuous Captain took his

| voldiers away, leaving their dinner prac-
And Ignatz Gresser he WAl | sy soldiers (rom Pennsylvania who passed | tically untouched. The citizens turned

This may seem very amusing to thelof Allentown too was hit on what he | through the mob of Baltimore and reached | in and gave 33 & wWeek to each family
I'Sixih Massachusetts and the other regi-| calls the knuckle of Mis ankle and was ' Washington on the i5th day of April last lthm was left in any sort of need, and

mmis thet weno 1o the capnal as com-
pleie organizetions, | ropecly  equipped

Inid up for weeks  But he's glad of it
“Why,"” declared one of the speech-

for the defence of the national capital
Apparently somebody hesides the First

{ when the company came back at the end
of July, ragged, burned by the sun, thin

But the First Defendors ca e mose to weas | makers at the First Delenders’ banquet Defenders  themsely . knew that ‘?"‘-" and haggard, there was another dinner
"thet atle to-dey then 1o have been uni- | the other day, “l'd rather be Ignatz ' had come to town. The very alacrity, | o1 1he Eagle Hotel, and this time nothing

formly arrayed or to have heen walking | Giresser than the King of England

g-senals on their march to the front
Hl An one of them sed

“Ry. golly. the only thing we thought

of wis toget up and get these!  And you

"bet they were giad 10 see us iy Washing-

|
!

was hit in the shin with a brick in Balu
more and while he was bandaging his
wound after he got to Weshington »
kindly man came along and looking at the
wonderful cvolor scheme of yellow and

the President's call had something to
do with the comparative inconspicuois-
ness of their subsequent career.  Not he.

ing a regiment they did not have the right !

I be called the First Penasylvania Vol-

He though. with which they responded to L the dishes escaped the appetitos of

| the hungry soldiers.
| WHEN THE CALL CAME

Rut how they did go back the nther da
| to the stirring time when the echoes of

e e

At the end of the three '

Of the Washington Artillerists !

D ]

the Sumter bommbardment set the nation's
nerves on edge and when the President's
call for troops meant for men like them-
wgelver  the only outlet for their inner
1Iuluultf There war Addison Gery, for
| instance, whose name doesn’t suggest
i the Fatherland, but who harks back te it
He belonged to the Ring-

gold Artillery

“We'd been drilling the Fifteenth,” he
! maid, “and had got the news that we'd
!likely be called out | was a carpenter,
working for the Schuylkill Constructios
Company, and the next day was eating
my noon lunch under a willow tree near
the shop when along comesa the hosa and
tells me that the call has come. Sayal:

“Here's the key to my chest, Tom
Pick up my tools, will you, and put_‘em
away. I'm off.’

“And with that | started for bome.
Inside of twenty-five minutes 1 was
! washed and had put on my uniform and
' was saying good-by to my sweetheart.
And two hours later we were on our way
to Harrisburg.”

And there was Thomas Hammer, who
had lived down around Pottaville but had
gone to Philadelphia to clerk in a store.
He'd been reading the papers a lot and
had decided that there was going to be
fighting if the Union was to be preserved.
He had a aweetheart back near Pottsvilla
| #8 well as some relatives and he managed
l to get a vacation early in April and hurried
home to them.

The day the Pottaville companies were
getting ready to leave he told his family
he was going to see them off. And did.
For he enlisted himself and wrote back
from Harrisburg to tell his sweetheart
what had become of him,

He simply couldn’t keep away from
the war, that Thomas Hammer! When
he came back from his three months
gervice he marriaed the girl he had so
| unceremoniously left behind him. But it
| didn't hold him very long. Inside of &
| few weeks he had enlisted again and he
| kept at it until the war was over, when
| he returned to his long suffering wife,
land with only one relapse has been her
! devoted slave ever since

That single fall from grace occurred
during the Spanish-American War, when
he started to raise a regiment with which
he aspired to go to the front. His eyes
shone and his white mustache twitched
i the day of the reunion when he was asked
how he would feel if this country got into
Ctronble with Mexico
I "Well, now,” he said half apologetically,
half proudly, *you know | just couldn't
help wanting to go and do my part if
there was any fighting for the country.
I 1 1 can't help it. It seems like my
duty and I'm not comnfortable if 1 don®
|d.. it "

PRESIDENT LINCOLN 8 GRIP.

Thomas Hammer's body is not built
on so imposing & plan as his spirit. Any-
way he was only a boy of 1% in '61 and
not large for his age either,

“When Lincoln ceme along the line,*
he said, “and put out his hand —-as big as
two of mine!- he gave me a grip which
made me almost cringe down into my
knees

“'What's the matter, sonny?' said he.

“Mr. President.’ said I, 'vou pain me.'

“But I cherish the memory of that grip
of iron It made you have absolute
trust in the power of the man behind it.”

Mr. Hammer, still making up to his wife
for his uncontrollable habit of going to
war, brought her along with him to the
reunion the other day. Charles Slingloft
and Joel Betts, two other old Pottaville
hoys, also brought their wives. Mrs,
| Capt. Schaadt entertained the ladies and
some local daughters of First Defenders
and they laughed and cried together over
| the reminiscences of those who were old
| anough to have any,
| Mrs. Betts told how her husband-—he
| was only her sweetheart then—was on hiy
| way to work when the news came of Lin-
roln's call.  His action makes one want
Ih- revise the common impression of the
| stolid deliberation of the German, Accord-
i ing to his wife, young Joel aaid to himself:
“Unecle Sam wants boys!” and with that
he threw ;Pwuy his dinner pail and went
straight off and enlisted,

Ag for Charlie Slingloff-—well, il he was
as pugnacious then as he is to-day he'd
have tackled the Confederacy single
 handed and had the time of his life doing
jit  The business meeting at the fiftieth
reunion was a somewhat informal affair,
the veterans retaining a good deal of theiq
early contempt for forms when real thinge
are at stake, For instance, not quite
content with the medals given them by the
Commonwaalth of Pennsylvania, the
First Defenders would like to have Con-
gresa recognize them in the same way,
Mr. Potts of Pottsville thought it would
be hetter if Congress would place tableta
in the Capitol building recording the fact
of the early arrival of the five Pennsyl.
vania companies,

“Then they would he there forever and
everybody could read the truth,” said he

*What's the use of medals and tablets,*
grumbled one of the comrdes, “so long
as New kagland writes our histories and
every schoolboy i the North is taughi
that the Sisth Massachusetts soldiers were
the first to reach Washington?*

“That's a twenty-four hour lie!”™ ealmly
remarkod Charlie Slingloff, nnd he doesn't
eare whether peppery persons from the
Bay State like his gentiments or not.

PENNSYLVANIA GERMAN WAYS,

These Pennsylvania Germans never
were 4 weik kneed generation anyway,
They came 1o this country, as the Puritans
themselves did, because of religious per.

secution,  Most of them are Lutherams
and their pastors have been militan|
Christians if ever anybody wad one

In front of one of the Allentown churchey
in a tablet reminding the passerby |h.j
the Liberty bell was hidden there foy
safe keeping during the Revolutionary
war. They tell of one of their own
preachers who, like others of his calling,
wora a uniform under his cassock, and
taking off the latter as he stood in thy
pulpit, declared that there was a time fog
preaching and a time for fighting, and
that the time for fighting had come,
They are thrifty, hardy, cleanly peopla
Allentown is so spick and span that il
might serve as a model for Spotless Town,
There are so many tombstones in theip
cemeteries with the inscription, “At thy
age of 8 years,” or thereabouts, that ong
must accuse them of going contrary tq
the Scriptures with its threescore year)
and ten. Altogether, a pwetty fine set of
folks, these Pennsylvania Germans. Any
ar before remarked, uncommonly speedy
in gétting into a fight for the country,

A Strasburger's Work of Patience,
From the Lowdon ¢flohe

A noteworthy example of patience in
s A thing= i® to he seen in the recenl
mccpiisition of the Invalides of some 84
little  soldiers made of  cardboard ua
mounted on Witle wooden stan is

It is the work Paul Scehmidt, 1
Htrashurger, and represenis the troogy
stitioned in the famous cathedral city g
Isgs, Infanory,  eavaley,  artillery, vol
tigeurs, aonaves and harracks  firemes
are represented, and these hiad taken pag
in the conguest of Alsiers For the mos

pae Lt wny rate s far as the oficers wrg
coneerned, the fwees e true portralls
and at the back of each Agure The napg

and rank of the party 15 o be found,




